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Governor Snyder signed legislation on April 17 with goals to reduce scrap metal theft 

across the state and create added assistance for the Department of State Police in the 

investigation and accusation of scrap metal theft.  

 

The new law requires scrap metal dealers to keep records or purchase transactions for 

at least one year. Records will include the name and address of the seller, a copy of the 

ID of the seller, the weight, quantity and volume purchased, the name of the scale 

operator, and a photo or digital image of the scrap metal purchased. All sales must be 

paid with a check or money order, an encrypted debit card or a transfer to a bank 

account. The law bans the purchasing of certain types of metal (public fixtures, 

equipment or tools used by contractors, etc.). All records must be made available to law 

enforcement officials.  

 

The law also calls for a sales database to be created in consultation or contract with the 

Department of State Police. The database would be required to be made available to all 

scrap metal dealers across the state, web-based and have the ability to conduct real-

time searches. However, dealers are not required to participate in the database.  

 

The Department of State Police will be required to report to the Governor concerning 

the effectiveness and impact of the bill in July 2016 and provide recommendations, if 

any, for improvement. 

 

An area of contention between the House and the Senate was a three-day waiting 

period for payment for commonly stolen items: copper wire, air conditioners and 

catalytic converters. The law does not include this three-day waiting period, but does 

dictate that if any sale for the above items is over $25, the payment must be mailed to 

the provided address. Some representatives don’t believe the bill went far enough to 

curb scrap metal theft but were in agreement that it was a great first step. 


