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Housing We Can Afford: It Isn’t There 
 
Clint Maki: There’s a lot of help out there, you know, to help you find stuff. But 
finding it, it isn’t there. 
 
Sharon Hall: It’s been very difficult to find a place to live. I’ve been living out of my 
car from time to time. I was lucky to get some place to stay. It just happened that a 
landlord worked something out with me. People need affordable, sustainable and 
permanent housing. 
 
Paul Ecklund: It is a pathway to jobs for employment, but if you don’t have the 
affordable, accessible housing, you can’t do that. And there’s waiting lists for 
subsidized housing that people have been waiting for years to get on, and when it 
opens you watch the lines just build. 
 
John Duley: We have a waiting list that won’t stop. We closed down our waiting list 
for four bedroom apartments because it’s three years you have to wait to get in. 
 
Lauren Harkness: I waited about three years. I moved in a year ago in July. 
 
Terry Wright: I want to say almost two years I’ve been… it’s a process of finding the 
agencies to help me and now I’m at the top of the list and a one bedroom ground 
floor apartment is available. 
 
Cortez Parrott: In the future I see myself being a hard working man in this society. 
Something I never did before, so. 
 
Heidi DeVries: It’s truly a win-win situation across the board: is to get people with 
disabilities and/or low incomes into the community versus group homes, nursing 
homes. 
 
Clint Maki: I’m in a nursing home. I hate it. I tried looking for homes. Okay, well, it’s 
impossible to buy a house when you’re on a fixed income. And then you know 
there’s upkeep and stuff, and I’ve got friends and family that said they’d be willing to 
help. But then again it’s like okay, well, you’re relying on somebody else. So I looked 
into a couple modular homes. Can’t  get financed for them. Then I looked in to 
apartments. Well, apartments are booked out a year. Two years.  I found one the 
other day that had an opening and it’s like, “Yeah, September 7th it’ll be open.” 
 
And I’m like, “Oh, okay, what’s your monthly payment?” 
 
“Oh, 640.” 
 
And I might not even make 700, I don’t even think it’s quite 700, a month. 
 



Sharon DeHaan: It’s almost heartbreaking how many people come in here and 
especially before the holidays in bad weather…. homeless. Some even maybe with 
kids. Just nowhere to go. 
 
Brandon G.: I wasn’t always homeless. But I went to the doctor one day. I couldn’t 
walk at work for some reason. I had a heart problem and type II diabetes and… I got 
behind on my rent and my wife was working as much as she could. And then we 
lived for the better half of a month and a half in a motel, a run-down motel. Now I 
have my own home. I’m a resident of Palmer Pointe Townhomes. It still seems like a 
dream for me and my family, my wife, my two sons. 
 
Nathan: We already feel it. It’s amazing waking up to them every day. I would have 
to work, get up early, so I never got to see them. But now it’s… I feel like we’re really 
a family. 
 
Cylis Wiltscheck: What affordable housing there is… I guess it’s somewhat 
straightforward of there’s a massive lack of it. 
 
Kirsten Elliott: We’ve got to find a way to create more housing for folks. We 
actually never executed our full marketing plan and we had over… over 400 
inquiries to live here. 
 
Tonica: Every day I wake up and I be like, “Thank you.” 
Nathan: Mmhmm. 
Tonica: Right Saniia? Say, ‘Yeah!’” 
Saniia: Ah! 
Nathan: Yeah, we can’t believe we made it in here. 
 
John Duley: We’re not doing charity. We’re investing in the people who live here. 
 
Brandon G.: Thank you for giving me and my family a place to call home. 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
Clint Maki 
 
I’m in a nursing home. I hate it. I’m trying to get out. I just recently… they talk about 
adult foster care, getting me into an adult foster care home. And at first I was like – I 
went through VAAA – and at first I was like ,“eh.” And then now I’m like, “Sure,” 
because in the nursing home I guess I can’t work, you know, even a couple hours or 
whatever. I can’t go to school. And then I’m only getting like $30 a month for 
disability. 
 
I have a C5 incomplete but I’m an ASIA B. There’s ASIA A to D and ASIA A is like a 
complete and ASIA B is kinda… you can go either way. You can be complete… like, I 
didn’t sever my spine. I didn’t even actually break anything. I chipped the C5 and C6 
vertebrae and stretched the hell out of nerves and tendons. Because my severity of 
injury is a lot higher I… it’s… it’s more of a comeback for me. Going to be a harder, 
longer haul, but I’ve already got it up here [Clint points to his head] that I’ll be back, 
so. 
 
Because I’m an incomplete I have that slim, slim chance that I might get maybe not a 
full recovery, or a full recovery, or partial recovery, or I might be however, but 
there’s still a chance there. If I’ve got a chance I’m going to run as far as I can run 
with it and make the best I can make of it. And it’s like if I had my own place, I could 
do more exercises myself. I could transfer down to the floor and roll around and do 
practice rolling or whatever. I can’t now, but future. And it just opens up the door to 
so many more options that you can do. 
 
I tried looking for homes. I was going to get – I was like well, I’ll just buy a house. 
Okay, well, it’s impossible to buy a house when you’re on a fixed income. And then 



you know there’s upkeep and stuff, and I’ve got friends and family that said they’d 
be willing to help. But then again it’s like okay, well, you’re relying on somebody else 
to do the upkeep. And then I was like alright, so a house might be a little far 
stretched. Well okay, how about a trailer? I’ve got no shame. I’ll live in a trailer. So I 
looked into a couple modular homes. 
 
Terry Wright: Can’t get financed for them. 
 
Clint: [agrees] Can’t get financed for them. When you find one that’s cheap enough 
that you could afford and you can’t fit in any of the doors. Then I looked into 
apartments. Well, apartments are booked out a year. Two years. Just to get in. That’s 
if you can get in. And then if you find one… I found one the other day that had an 
opening and it’s like, “Yeah, September 7th it’ll be open.” 
 
And I’m like, “Oh, okay, what’s your monthly payment?” 
 
“Oh, 640.” 
 
“Oh.” [Clint’s monthly income is $700.] 
 
No matter which way you approach it, it’s a lose-lose situation. It’s hard enough if 
you work like a low income job or whatever to make it nowadays, but then you put 
yourself in a wheelchair and you’re in a whole different category of hard enough. 
 
 
 

  



 
 
Sharon Hall 
 
Right now I’m a certified Peer Support Specialist for the State of Michigan. I work 
with a lot of different people that’s homeless that need homes. Some of them are… 
don’t have enough to pay their electric bill, or some of them their gas bill. A lot of 
people are coming out to me now, reaching out to me, to get help because they need 
some place to stay. So I work with a lot of people: women with children, men, youth. 
So I work with a lot of different people in the community. That’s what I do. 
 
I’m living in an… my own apartment right now. I’ve been homeless off and on 
throughout my lifetime. I don’t know how long I’ll be able to stay there because it’s 
not mainly for a person that was… for affordable housing. That’s not what the 
purpose was. I was lucky to get some place to stay. It just happened that a landlord 
worked something out with me to get a place, a roof over my head. 
 
I used to be in a house that was rehabbed when I had my children were with me. It 
was rehabbed the way I wanted it to be. The way I wanted to live with my children. 
And when the house was rehabbed it was a nice house, and I lived in a community 
where I went out there and helped turn my community around. My community was 
safe. The drug house – I got rid of a drug house on my street. We cleaned up the 
community. We cleaned up from the basement to the alley to the backyards. If they 
had junk or whatever, we had a cleanup day. Everybody threw everything away that 
day and the city came and picked it up. We kept our neighborhood clean, and that’s 
what we need, more things like that. 
 
It’s been very difficult to find a place to live. I’ve been living out of my car from time 
to time. When you’re homeless you’re delirious, you’re stressed out, you’re 



traumatized. A lot of things go on when you’re homeless, especially when you have 
different kinds of illnesses or you have disabilities or you have things like that. So 
it’s very traumatizing and it’s very difficult. People need affordable, sustainable and 
permanent housing. And safe housing as well. The situation with housing here is… I 
could say is a dire need. People are living in buildings or houses where it’s not safe, 
it’s not clean, it’s unhealthy. A lot of things are happening to people when they 
don’t… when the door is shut in their face. They don’t have a place to go, or a place 
to lay their head, or they’re living up under bridges. That’s not good. I mean, it’s 
very… to me it’s ridiculous. 
 
So I ask that they look at people and look at our hearts and look at what we’re 
talking about because it shouldn’t… people should not be in that kind of situation. I 
can understand some people may have that mentality and they may… they do have a 
choice, they may want to live like that. But most people don’t. Most people don’t. 
And only getting $700 a month – rent costs $700 or more! So just look into their 
hearts and their minds and understand where we’re coming from and how we feel. 
  



 
 
Lauren Harkness 
 
I am currently living in Westland Meadows apartment complex. It’s all subsidized 
housing for seniors and disabled. I waited about three years. I moved in a year ago 
in July. 
 
I got my Bachelor’s degree from Western and I was living in student housing at the 
time there. Actually, when I was starting to think about finishing school and what I 
wanted to do, a friend of mine has volunteered with Housing Resources here in 
town and told me that they had a list of apartments for people with disabilities. 
Subsidized and Section 8. So I got that, and also one of my friends who has a 
disability lives in Three Rivers and wanted to come up here, so I was trying to help 
her also find an option. 
 
So I went off this list and started going around to these places right here in town. For 
me personally, I needed a few accommodations and it… and one being I needed a 
shower instead of a tub. And that was my first question: do you have any units with 
roll-in showers? And nobody… when I asked them if they had a accessible unit they 
said yes. I said do you tubs or do you have showers and they said – all of them said 
tubs. And for me that’s just not an option. So that was one big barrier that I had to 
come across and then when I got to the end of the list and couldn’t find anything I 
kind of gave up on it and said okay I’ll go home for a little while. Which was okay 
because my family needed some help at the time, so. 
 
Once that kind of settled down I… I didn’t even go off the list when I found Westland 
Meadows. It was just purely by accident seeing a lady come down the street in a 
wheelchair and I thought, “Hmm. Where did she come from?” So it was more of my 



own. Finding it all on my own. For somebody that can’t do that I don’t know how… 
how else other than that list that somebody could go through to find something. 
 
So they put me on the waiting list. Then they changed their management and didn’t 
tell me and they took me off the list because the new management took the disabled 
part off of it and just left it at seniors. And so I just kind of gave up on it and about 
two years ago I was looking for a place for my grandma to move into down here. 
And happened to think that might be a good place for her to be. So I went in asking 
about her and the lady said, “Well, how about you? Are you looking for a place?” 
 
And I said, “Well, I am, but I’ve looked here but I can’t… won’t live here because it’s 
not disabled.” And obviously I came in in a chair, so she knew I was disabled. 
 
She said, “Well, we have disabled now.” 
 
And she ended up putting… going back in and finding my application that was 
probably at least a year old at that point and put me first on the list. And they called 
me last June and asked me if I wanted to move in. And a month later I moved into 
the complex, so. It’s a great location. 
 
Just knowing that I’m on my own having my own place to call my own, I guess, is a 
big accomplishment for me. So it’s been a challenge. But it’s also… it’s nice. 
 
  



 
 
Cylis Wiltscheck 
 
Currently I’m actually… I’m living in a friend’s house that he owns. He and another 
friend bought a house together and all the rent gathered from that is going actually 
to just repairing the house. So yeah, but I did live in the Kalamazoo Collective 
Housing for several years and their entire goal is affordable living in Kalamazoo. 
 
It started up in 2006/2007 and it was a group of college students here in Kalamazoo 
that wanted to have… one of them had traveled around the country and seen other 
co-op houses around the country and was like, “Wow. This is really amazing. And we 
have a huge lack of affordable housing in Kalamazoo, so let’s get together and make 
a co-op,” where you basically own the house and all the money collected from rent 
would then go into repairing the house, saving some of it for emergency money, 
some of it goes towards maintenance, you know, just it kind of covers everything. It 
also covers… most co-op houses also cover food and utilities on that. So it’s kind of 
one sum that you pay and you have food, all your utilities are covered. It’s great. 
 
A lot of the co-opers have gone on to be homeowners, which is great because the co-
ops really teach you the idea of taking care of your own house. I would say that’s 
probably a significant reason why out of the – what are we at now? Like 40 some 
alumni of the organization – a solid 10 of them that I’m in contact with own houses 
now. I’m under the belief that the reason they’re building these and working on 
them and making them better places is because of the time that they spent with the 
co-ops. 
 
If you’re running on a low-income life… I don’t think a lot of people realize that that 
permeates into every aspect of your life, to even just what foods you’re buying to 



ways that you’re going to socialize because our standard idea of going to the bar or 
going to a coffee shop just isn’t necessarily an option. 
 
It’s also one of those things that what affordable housing there is, which is more of 
like just renting out sections of houses in local neighborhoods, they aren’t well 
maintained at all. And most of which because they’re old houses that have been 
converted to three or four apartments in it, are not accessible at all. 
 
I think humans are really resilient. So I think when people need affordable housing, 
they find ways for that work. Some of which isn’t always the most legal of things, 
like living in spots that aren’t deemed as a legal spot to live. Some of it is also 
cramming as many people into a really small space so that the rent gets cheaper and 
cheaper with every person added on. So I think – I mean, there are of course plenty 
of cases who simply can’t find housing – but I think a lot of people end up finding 
something, but it’s just not at all a good situation. 
 
 
  



 
 
Nathan, Tonica & Saniia 
 
Nathan: We just moved in about a week… been here about a week. 
 
Tonica: It’s great. Oh my gosh. My mom and my dad came out and his mom and dad 
came out and they love it. 
 
Saniia: Hee! 
 
Tonica: I love it. It’s like… it’s like a blessing for real. Every day I wake up and I be 
like, “Thank you.” I can’t believe we’re actually here. 
 
Nathan: Mmhmm. 
 
Tonica: Like we used to talk about it. And we used to close our eyes and imagine 
[both of them laugh] us in our place. And when we first came out we had recorded… 
video recorded on our phone. So every day I used to get up and be like, “That’s going 
to be my living room and that’s going to be my kitchen.” And so it’s amazing. 
 
And Saniia, she’s adapting really good. She knows it’s home. Like the first two days I 
set her down and unpacked some boxes and she was not letting me move out of her 
sight. Now she goes to her room and plays. She’s really growing from this. It’s 
amazing. 
 
Nathan: She loves the carpet. Now she’s getting mad because she’s getting rug burns 
and so she’ll stand up like, “I want to walk! I’m tired of this.” 
 



I was in common ground. It’s like a transitional living place. But I was living there 
and she was living at her parents’. Kind of all over the place really. 
 
Tonica: Yeah, we was all over the place. I had like went to my mom’s with Saniia 
and then I had moved to the East side to Harper Woods and then we was like staying 
in the car throughout the day and it was crazy. So this is like for real stability. I 
needed it. I know Saniia did. Well, she was a baby, so she didn’t really know. She 
knew her bedtime wasn’t the same and her bath time wasn’t the same. So now she 
straight out knows like 10:00: bed. So it’s good. It’s good for the both of us. 
 
But yeah, she loves seeing him all day long. Any other time, like at Common Ground, 
I had to leave because we couldn’t live together. It was a shelter. So we had to leave 
throughout – like, what was your curfew, 2:00? 
 
Nathan: Yeah. 
 
Tonica: And so I would have to leave about 2:00 and he couldn’t have no people 
over from like 2:00 [pm] to 8:00 [am]. So she wasn’t used to waking up to him and 
going to sleep to him. So it’s like a big difference. She see him and be like, “What’s 
daddy doing here?” It’s a good thing. 
 

  



 
 
Heidi DeVries 
 
Affordable for me, but for folks that I know that are on SSI especially, they would 
never be able to afford where I live because the place I live would take their whole 
monthly check. I’m in fair market housing, not anything remotely resembling 
Section 8, vouchers, any of that kind of thing. I’m totally fair market value housing. 
Granted I have a roommate, so that makes it a lot easier because we can split the 
expenses pretty evenly. 
 
But at one point in time because of some computer errors, Social Security had cut 
my disability checks and I had no income other than a 15 hour a week job,  so I was 
barely making utility bills. I couldn’t afford my half of the rent. And for about 8 
months we were extremely close to homelessness and were thrilled when I got back 
on disability again. But if I hadn’t have, we would have lost where we were and 
would’ve probably been living out of the car because we couldn’t have afforded 
anything and my roommate’s income was too high for Section 8. So we probably 
would’ve been in one of these cheap motels that charge day rates just to have a place 
to go to take a shower. 
 
It’s cheaper to have somebody rent a modified house versus putting people in a 
nursing home. It’s a lot cheaper. It’s going to save the state money, plus we’re out in 
the community doing everything and spending money. Everybody benefits. It’s truly 
a win-win situation across the board: is to get people with disabilities and/or low 
incomes into the community versus group homes, nursing homes at upwards of 
double the price. 
 



In a matter of a split second, your life will change. It’s just a matter of when karma 
hits you. And it will hit. 
 

 
  



 
 
Terry Wright 
 
Right now I’m in Fostrian Nursing Home in Flushing. Not really where I want to be, 
but I mean it’s an alright facility, care’s good. There’s an apartment open right now, 
so. 
 
Olivia: And is it an affordable apartment? 
 
Terry: Yes, it’s income based. I did a… oh, God, I searched for on the computer and I 
did searches for affordable housing. And through DHS they gave me a list in Lapeer 
County, so. Course I have to call, get the applications, help filling them out, all the 
paperwork. It’s just, oh my God, it’s a headache and a big ol’ mess. Because first you 
gotta apply, get on the waiting list, wait anywhere from three months to a year, and 
if it’s over a year you gotta reapply to get on the waiting list. Some places if it’s over 
six months you have to reapply. 
 
Olivia: How long have you been trying to…? 
 
Terry: Searching? Since before I would up in the nursing home, which I would up 
there in January. I would up in the hospital in December. I want to say almost two 
years I’ve been… it’s a process of finding the agencies to help me, finding the 
programs and stuff. Because my mom got paid for taking care of me through Home 
Help Provider. I didn’t know that they would pay an agency if I was on my own. See, 
nobody informed me of extra programs that were available to me. I knew nothing 
about VAAA, which would help transition from a nursing home setting to an 
apartment or housing. 
 



Getting into the apartment, yeah, I filled out the application for it almost a year ago 
and now I’m at the top of the list and a one bedroom ground floor apartment is 
available, so. Yep. It’s a matter of just hustle-hustle now because I’ve got to have the 
application back in within a week.  
 
[sighs] 
 
You know, and a lot of the affordable housing, like In Lapeer County, is older 
buildings. They fall under the grandfather claws of the ADA, so they don’t have to 
update them and they’re not accessible for wheelchairs. And doorways are too 
narrow or bathrooms are too small. Rooms period are too small. That’s what I’ve 
been running into in a lot of the rural areas, even in the more urban areas have got 
the same problem. That’s what makes it harder for accessible. 
 
Even anything on the market, when you put a handicap in front of it the price is so 
high. And anybody low income can’t afford it, can’t afford any of the assistive 
technology out now. Especially for recreation. Mounts for cameras or guns or 
anything like that is just so expensive. I know I can’t afford it, getting just SSI. No 
way. 
 
And the way the economy is now, people have blown their savings and lost their 
homes or something happened. They had to take care of grandma or whatever – 
someone got cancer or an accident in the family to where they’ve lost their whole 
savings. And now they’re going from two paychecks down to one or nothing. It takes 
a toll. For individual or family housing, we need something more affordable. 
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