
   

 
 
POLICY COMMITTEE BIMONTHLY MEETING 

      Location: Traverse City Chamber of Commerce  
   202 E. Grandview Parkway, Traverse City 

Monday, August 19, 2013; 10:30am – 11:30am  
 
Conference Call: (605) 477.2100 access code: 1016102# 

 
 
 
 
AGENDA 

 
 

1. Introductions  
a. Staff: Jamie Schriner-Hooper, Jessica AcMoody, Tracie Coffman, Nicole DiMichele 

2. Committee Members: Anne Grantner, Ginny Coulter, Emilee Syrewicze, Marjorie Green, Nancy 
Finegood, Michelle LaJoie, Nicole Scott, Tom Goddeeris, Janai Gilmore 

3. Policy Updates 
a. Federal Issues 

i. FY14 THUD Bill Update 
1. Jessica gave an update on the THUD bill. Both the Senate and House 

versions were voted down. It looks like Congress won’t pick it back up in 
December, and the most likely scenario is that they will pass a short-term 
continuing resolution with the potential for an extended CR for the rest of the 
fiscal year.  

ii. FY14 Farm Bill Update 
1. The Senate passed their version of the Farm Bill; the House passed a version 

that did not include SNAP benefits and said they would include those in a 
separate bill. Congress is currently working on a compromise between the 
two bills, but many are skeptical that one will be reached due to the large cuts 
proposed by the House. It is possible that the current legislation will be 
extended if a compromise is not reached.  

iii. NLIHC United for Homes Campaign 
1. Jessica spoke about the NLIHC United for Homes Campaign and 

encouraged CEDAM organizations to endorse the proposal. Information can 
be found at http://nlihc.org/unitedforhomes 
 

b. State Issues 
i. New Foreclosure Law 

1. Tracie Coffman talked about the law signed by Governor Snyder in July, and 
about the ongoing workgroups being held by the legislature. There have been 
two meetings of the workgroup so far.  

ii. Scrap Metal Legislation (HB 4593-4595) 
1. The package of bills had hearings in committee in the spring. Jessica said 

that while the scrap metal dealers are publically neutral on the bills, they are 
lobbying hard behind the scenes against them. Nancy Finegood said she was 
invited to speak at a workgroup this week on the scrap metal problem. 
Representatives from 11 organizations were invited to this meeting.  
 
 
 

 



   

iii. Medicaid Expansion (HB 4714) 
1. The Senate did not vote on the expansion before they recessed for summer 

break, but they did convene a workgroup on the issue. Over the summer they 
passed four bills out of committee: 

a. HB 4714 (the House version of Medicaid expansion). 
b. SB 422 introduced by Senator Caswell, which would direct the state to 

create private health insurance exchanges and move Medicaid 
recipients to individual health savings accounts with which they could 
buy coverage. 

c. SB 459 & 460 introduced by Senator Colbeck, which would have 
people making between 100 and 133 percent of the poverty level buy 
insurance on the federally created health exchange coming to 
Michigan. Those earning under that amount would be covered by the 
state.  

2. It appears that the two Senate bills are not going to be taken up by the House 
if passed by the full Senate. A full vote is expected to take place in the 
Senate at the end of August.  

 
c. Other Items 

i. The Michigan Rural Council is taking applications for community grants of up to 
$800. The grant application is on the MRC website and due at the end of August. 

ii. The MRC is also taking suggestions for keynote and session speakers for the 10th 
annual Small Town and Rural Development Conference held in April 2014. The RFP 
is on the MRC page of the CEDAM website.  

iii. Jessica and Jamie spoke about their work on the Michigan Housing and Community 
Development Fund and the training they attended in June on messaging. The 
campaign will be ramping up again in the fall and details will follow. The 2008 
MHCDF Annual Report will be posted on the CEDAM Policy Resources page on the 
website.  

iv. Jamie said that the National Alliance of Community Economic Development 
Associations (NACEDA) is holding their annual conference in Detroit this year. The 
conference will have different tracks, including one for associations on event 
planning, technical assistance and communications. They will also be touring 
different areas of Detroit to see what’s working in community development. More 
information and registration can be found here: 
https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1254186 

 
4. Announcements/Reminders 

a. Legislators Building Communities 
i. CEDAM is still looking for projects for LBC. Jessica will attach a list of legislators not 

yet participating. If any CEDAM member has projects in the member’s districts, 
Jessica asked that they contact the legislator and encourage them to participate.  

 
 
 
Next Meeting – Monday, October 21, 10:30 am in Grand Rapids with Legislative Luncheon to follow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


