
 

 

2013 Michigan End of the Year Legislative Summary 

Scrap Metal Legislation – Three bills have been making their way through the legislature 

dealing with scrap metal theft.  

SB 679 – Passed the Senate and was referred to the House Committee on Regulatory Reform. 

It makes it a crime to steal any metal, rather than just nonferrous metal. The bill would also 

create a rebuttal presumption that a person who removed or attempted to remove metal from a 

building or structure and is unable to produce a valid copy of an applicable building or 

demolition permit does not have the permission of the owner if any of the following applied: 

 The metal had a scrap value of $100 or more at the time of the alleged violation 

 The metal had a total combined weight of 100 pounds or more 

 The metal was or had been secured to that building or structure by a nail, screw, bolt or 

other means of fastening 

 The metal was or had been enclosed within a wall, ceiling or floor of the building or 

structure 

HB 4593 & 4595  – Unfortunately, the Senate stripped HB 4593 of the three day waiting period 

requirement for the payment of the sale of copper wire, catalytic converters and air conditioning 

units/parts. The bills had already had removed the 7-day tag and hold requirement, civil liberty 

language, and the requirement for a license plate number for every transaction. However, the 7-

day tag and hold was eventually added back in on the Senate floor for the three items. The bills 

go back to the House either for concurrence or conference committee.     

Blight Bills 

SB 35-39  - The package of bills addressing blight passed both the house and senate and was 

sent to the governor on December 12. These bills clarify that failure to comply with a 

Department of Administrative Hearings judgment can be a misdemeanor and prosecuted at 

district court; save cities money by streamlining the lien process ensuring payments of 

judgments of blight violators; and allow cities to prohibit issuing zoning approvals or building 

permits to anyone with a blight violation.  

Carrier of Last Resort Legislation 

SB 636 - The legislation, which wouldn't go into effect until 2017, would essentially drop the 

Public Service Commission's role in allowing a telephone provider to abandon an exchange, 
leaving the Federal Communications Commission as the regulator. Some members of the 
committee and opponents wanted assurances that no one would lose access to their phones at 
home, particularly in rural areas of the state. 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28icw1jv55zvwu2em0ryz51z45%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2013-SB-0679
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28icw1jv55zvwu2em0ryz51z45%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2013-HB-4593
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28icw1jv55zvwu2em0ryz51z45%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2013-SB-0035
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%28icw1jv55zvwu2em0ryz51z45%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2013-SB-0636


One amendment to the bill says that a customer may petition the MPSC if they feel the carrier is 
pulling out without offering a “comparable” service”.  

The legislation was shelved until next year; Governor Snyder’s office put a new issue on the 
table regarding phone legislation regulation and industry officials say they need more time to 
work with the administration on the bills.  

Updated Property Tax Law for Veterans 

On November 12th, Governor Snyder signed a package of bills that updated property tax law 
concerning disabled veterans in Michigan. There is now an opportunity for some disabled 
veterans to apply to their local assessor’s office for exemption from the current year’s property 
taxes. This is something some municipalities have been doing on their own, but now has been 
formalized across the state. This applies to veterans who meet one of the following criteria: 

 The veteran has been deemed by the VA to be permanently and totally disabled at the 
100% level due to their military service 

 The veteran has a certificate from the VA stating that they have received or are receiving 
assistance due to their disability for special adaptive housing 

 The veteran has been determined by the VA to be individually unemployable 

Drug testing for FIA  

(SB 275) - The Senate passed a bill last Thursday that would allow a pilot program for drug 
testing for Family Independence Program assistance recipients if a caseworker had a 
reasonable suspicion the individual was using illegal drugs. Senator Gregory won four 
amendments to the bill, including one that states the children of those testing positive would still 
be eligible for benefits. Upon first testing positive, the individual must be referred to a 
department-designated community mental health entity. A second or subsequent offense makes 
the individual ineligible to receive FIP assistance. The Department of Community Health or any 
applicable health plan that the individual may be covered under must pay for that treatment 
under new provisions in the bill. 

Medicaid Expansion Supplemental 

According to Gongwer, “Concerns about whether there was enough money to address various 

appropriations issues and the inability of all of the levels of government to work together on 

varying topics stalled any movement on a supplemental that was largely expected to fill a hole 

from the delayed implementation of Medicaid expansion.” Senator Kahn made a statement to 

the Senate floor pointing to $500 million in unanticipated revenue that could have been used but 

was not.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/%28S%285uufx2jmasbejjucvbyz1545%29%29/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2013-SB-0275

